As I Lay Dying AP Questions 

Chapter 1—Darl 

1. What details stand out about this first chapter? What is Darl’s language style? Which person is his main focus?

2. What is Darl’s narrative perspective? Give some evidence for this.

3. What signs do we get in this chapter that Darl is a prophet or a seer?

4. Judging by the details in this chapter, what is the occupation of Darl’s family?

5. What can we tell about Darl’s view of himself and Jewel? 

6. What allusion is Darl by repeating the phrase “a good carpenter” when describing Cash?

7. How does Darl seem to feel about his mother?

Chapter 2—Cora 

1. What symbols appear in this chapter, and what do they indicate about Cora?

2. What kind of person does Cora Tull seem to be?

3. How is Cora unlike Darl as a narrator?

4. One of the parables Jesus tells in the New Testament is the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25: 14-30; Luke 19: 12-28). In the story, a master gives his servants each a different number of talents (coins) and tells them to make a profit.  Two of the servants double in the number of coins originally given them, but the last, a lazy man, buries his in the ground.  The master gets angry at the last servant and casts him away.   How does Cora Tull’s chapter recall this parable?

Chapter 3—Darl 

1. What does this chapter begin to suggest about the chronology of the novel? How does it suggest this?

2. What does the memory involving the water in the cedar bucket reveal about Darl? By what is it prompted? 

3. What does Darl suggest through his comparison of Anse and Vernon?

4. What sexual imagery appears in Darl’s memory about the water bucket? What might this signify?

5. What kind of language appears in Darl’s vision of Jewel and the horse? What can we conclude from this?

6. To what animals does Darl compare Jewel? 

Chapter 4—Jewel 

1. How does Jewel’s narrative voice differ from Darl’s?  List some rhetorical elements that define Jewel as a character?

2. Describe Jewel’s feelings towards Cash and the reason for them.

3. What can we infer about Jewel’s relationship with Addie in this chapter? 

Chapter 5—Darl 

1. Describe some features of Darl’s language in this chapter.

2. How does Darl portray Anse in this chapter?

3. Describe Anse’s speech pattern.  What effect does it have on the reader?

4. Describe Vernon’s relationship to the family, as portrayed in this chapter. Does Darl’s account seem to be an accurate or biased portrayal Vernon from Darl?

5. What does Darl mention the detail about the house at the end of this chapter?

Chapter 6—Cora 

1. Describe Cora’s misunderstanding of the Bundren family dynamic in this chapter.  How do we know it is incorrect, and what might he its cause?

2. Why would Vernon report to Cora that Darl wanted to say with Addie, but that Jewel did not? Why does Cora like Darl?

3. What detail that Darl mentioned in the previous chapter about Jewel is also mentioned by Cora? Why is this detail repeated?

4. What does Cora think was Addie’s reason for watching Cash build the coffin? What was the real reason? 

Chapter 7—Dewey

1. How is Dewey Dell’s narrative voice like or unlike those of narrators in previous chapters? What does it tell us about Dewey Dell?

2. How did Dewey Dell decide to go into the woods with Lafe? What does this method of deciding say about her?

3. To what does Dewey dell link Darl?

4. How do Darl and Dewey Dell communicate? What does this suggest about Dewey Dell?

5. Whose words does Dewey Dell echo with her description of Vernon?

6. Why does Dewey Dell say “I can fool them”?

Chapter 8— Tull

1. What details does Vernon use to describe Anse? What is his general attitude towards Anse? How is his picture of Anse like or unlike the one presented in previous chapters?

2. What does Vernon seem to be like compared to Cora?

3. Vernon is called “Tull” in the title of this chapter. Cora calls him “Mr. Tull.” Darl calls him Vernon. Why do we get these different names for him?
4. Compare Vernon’s language and punctuation to that of pervious narrators.

5. Why do Anse and Vernon Both say “The Lord giveth”?

6. Describe the interaction between Vardaman and Anse in this scene. What does Vernon seem to think about it ?

7. What is the tone of Vernon’s description of the fish? What might this foreshadow?

8. What inference can we draw from Vernon’s remark about Anse’s shirts?

9. What does Vernon say about Anse’s face? Who else has been described this way?

10. Why does Vernon say he is committed to helping Anse?

11. What is Vernon’s relationship to Cash? What does it tell us about his relationship to the Bundren family as a whole?

12. What do Kate and Eula think about Addie dying?

13. To whom is Cora referring when she says, “the poor little tyke!”? How do we know?

14. What does the last line of this chapter link to?

Chapter 9— Anse

1. How does Anse’s opening statement link to Darl?

2. Why does Anse say “Durn that road”?

3. Explain Anse’s reasoning about the dangers of roads. What do the contradictions suggest?

4. Name some reasons the road is bad.

5. How did the road contribute to Darl’s insanity?

6. How does Anse refer to God? How does this reflect Anse’s background and his view of his role in the cosmic scheme of things?

7. What does Anse mean by saying he “cannot…get [his] heart into it?”

Chapter 10— Darl

1. How can Dark tell that Jewel has been to town?

2. What does Darl urge Dewey Dell to do? Why is this significant?

3. How does Darl describe Peabody? What might this suggest about Darl?

4. What kind of words does Darl use to describe the approaching thunderstorm? What do they suggest?

5. Why does Darl call his mother “Addie Bundren” instead of something more familiar?

Chapter 11— Peabody 

1. Whose philosophy is Peabody echoing when he compares Anse to a tree?

2. What does Peabody mean when he says that death is “a function of a mind”?

3. What does Peabody mean when he says Addi’s eyes touch him “like the stream from a hose”?

4. Why does Peabody seem to think it will be a good thing for Addie to die?

5. Why does Addie send Peabody away in her final moments?

Chapter 12— Darl 

1. Which two children does Addie seek in her last moments, and why is this important?

2. Describe the interaction between Addie and Cash.

3. Darl is not actually present at the scene he is describing. Are there any indications that he is making the story up?

4. What are Anse’s first words after Addie’s death? Why are they significant?

5. What kind of power do we see from Anse in this scene?

6. Why is Anse’s final gesture and words towards the deceased Addie symbolic?

7. How does the author contrast Jewel and Anse at the end of this scene? What does this emphasize?

Chapter 13— Vardaman

1. Explain Vardaman’s reasoning in linking Addie with the fish?

2. What does Vardaman mean when he says Addie “is getting so far ahead [he] cannot catch her”?

3. How are Addie and Peabody linked in Vardaman’s mind? What other linkages does he believe in?

4. Why does Vardaman go into the barn?

5. How does Vardaman’s language in this chapter reflect his confused, childish reasoning?

Chapter 14— Dewey Dell

1. Explain Dewey Dell’s reasoning about size.

2. What is the paradox of solitude that Dewey Dell describes? 

3. Why does Dewey Dell say she “cannot worry”?

4. What does Dewy Dell mean when she says Addie does not know she is dead yet?

5. Explain Dewey Dell’s circular thoughts about Addie, her baby, and Peabody.

6. How does Dewey Dell’s description of Anse echo other such descriptions in the book? 

7. What does Dewey Dell mean by “coming unalone”?

Chapter 15— Vardaman 

1. Vardaman speaks of the dark “whirling away.” Dewey Dell also mentioned darkness rushing past. And they both mention that is takes a long time to say it. What do they mean by this? Why is Vardaman concerned about Addie being nailed in the casket?

2. Explain Vardamn’s idea of God.

3. Explain how Vardaman links Addie to the possums and rabbits.

4. Both Anse and Vernon saw Vardaman’s fish when it was whole. Why does Vardaman want to consult Vernon instead of Anse?

Chapter 16—Tull

1. What words does Vernon use to set the tone of this chapter?

2. Describe Vernon’s feelings about Cora. What words and images does he use to describe her?

3. How does Vernon describe Vardaman in this passage? What does this indicate about Vernon’s attitude towards Vardaman?

4. Explain Cora and Vernon’s different views on religion and faith in this chapter.

5. Explain the humor in this scene.

6. How does Vernon seem to feel towards Vardaman? What hints about why he feels this way do we get?

Chapter 17— Darl 

1. What is Darl’s narrative perspective in this chapter? What does it suggest?

2. Explain the wagon as a symbol in this scene. Why does Darl choose this metaphor? Compare it to Vardaman’s discussion of Jewel’s horse in the previous chapter. 

3. Explain the connection that Darl makes between Jewel and Addie.

4. Describe some features of Darl’s narrative voice in this chapter and explain how the language contributes to his character. 

Chapter 18— Cash

1. Explain why Faulkner organizes this chapter into thirteen sections.

2. What earlier statement by Anse does Cash’s language here echo?

3. Explain how Cash responds to Addie’s death in this chapter.

Chapter 19— Vardaman 

1. How is Vardaman’s character further established by this chapter?

2. Why might Faulkner have placed Vardaman’s chapter after Cash’s and before Tull’s?

3. How does Vardaman’s language echo what Darl said to Jewel in the previous chapter?

4. Why does Vardaman say “My mother” instead of “Our mother”

Chapter 20—Tull

1. What evidence of time is given in this chapter?

2. What seems to be Vernon’s attitude toward Peabody? Why might he have this attitude?

3. What words and images does Vernon use to describe the social rituals surrounding the funeral? Why does he do this?

4. Why does Vernon mention Cash’s carving plugs for the holes in the coffin?

5. Why are the men talking at the funeral portrayed through italics in Vernon’s chapter?

6. What tense is Vernon’s chapter in? Why is this significant?

7. Describe the comic relief in this chapter. What does it say about Vernon?

8. What does Vernon’s remark about “voices in the air” recall?

9. How does Vernon describe Whitfield?

10. Describe Vernon’s portrayal of Cora at the end of this chapter

11. Describe the relationship between Vernon and Vardaman.

Chapter 21—Darl

1. Why does Darl say that Jewel’s mother is a horse?

2. Why does Darl say that he has no mother? Is it the same as saying that his mother is now dead?

Chapter 22—Cash

1. why is this chapter so short? Of what is it mainly composed?

Chapter 23—Darl

1. How is this chapter like and unlike theone that directly precedes it?

2. How long has Addie been dead by this point?

3. How do jewel’s actions in this scene echo his earlier wish?

4. What does Darl say in this scene that echoes his language describing the wagon in the previous chapter?

Chapter 24— Vardaman 

1. Describe the conversation between Darl and Vardaman and explain its significance.

2. Explain hoe the separation between Jewel and the rest of the family is shown in this chapter.

3. Describe the different aims of the Bundren family members in town ad presented in this scene.

Chapter 25—Darl 

1. Why does Darl see Peabody’s back reflected in Dewey Dell’s eyes?

2. Why does Darl call Dewey Dell’s legs a “lever” and a “caliper”?

3. How does Darl describe the buzzards? What does this description suggest?

4. How does this chapter differ from previous chapters narrated by Darl?

Chapter 26— Anse 

1. Why is it ironic that Anse talks about Jewel’s disrespect for the family?

Chapter 27— Darl 

1.  Describe Darl’s language in this chapter. Why does Faulkner give him this vocabulary?

2.  What can we infer Cash wants when they pass the sign to New Hope? What does this indicate about this character?

3. Darl describes the road as a spoke of a wheel, and the wagon, with Addie on it, as the rim of the wheel. Explain thes significance of this metaphor.

Chapter 28— Anse

1. What do we learn about Anse’s motivation for the journey in this chapter?

2. Explain Anse’s Views on the calss and wealth. Why,  judging by what other characters have said, are his remarks ironic?

3. Why does Anse consider himself “the chosen of the Lord”

Chapter 29— Sanson

1. Why does Faulkner repeatedly mention Samson’s forgetting MacCallum’s name?

2. What is the setting of this chapter?

3. How does Samson describe the buzzard? What is the significance of this mention?

4. Describe the relationship between Samson and his wife. How is it like or unlike the relationship between other men and women in the book?

5. Explain Samson’s relationship to the Bundrens. How is it like or unlike the relationship between the Tulls and the Bundrens?

Chapter 30— Dewey Dell

1. What does Dewey Dell mean when she says “it is too soon”?

2. Explain Dewey Dell’s conflict about existence and observation, especially as it relates to religion.

3. How does the author is italics in this chapter?

4. Expalin Dewey Dell’s vision involving the fish. What prompts it? Is it like anyone else’s vision in this book?

Chapter 31— Tull

1. How long has Addie been dead by this point?

2. What choice does Cash make that changes him in this chapter?

3. What is the river’s symbolic and dramatic function in this chapter? How does it reveal various characters? What is each willing to risk>

4. What gets repeated at the end of the chapter? Why? Is it central idea of the chapter?

5. How does the author build comic relief into this chapter?

Chapter 32—Darl

1. Why does Darl take this moment to tell the story about Jewel’s horse?

2. How does Darl refer to his mother in this chapter? Why is it different from other chapters?

3. How is Darl’s perspective diffenet in this story than in other chapters he narrates?

4. What language and metaphors does Cash think of for Jewel’s possible lover? What do they tell us about Cash?

5. Describe the relationship between Jewel and the other Bundren children as Darl remembers it in this chapter.

6. Cash tells Darl that he is not trailing Jewel. How, may we infer, did Cash find out about what Jewel was doing?

7. Darl has taunted Jewel by saying “Your mother is a horse.” Does this chapter show that Jewel’s decision to get the horse is a betrayal of Addie?

8. What is ironic about what Anse says about the horse?

9. What allowed Darl to understand the truth about Jewel’s parentage?

Chapter 33—Tull

1. What does Tull imply about Anse’s motivations in this chapter?

2. How does Tull view Vardaman as they cross the bridge? Why does he say children have more sense than adults?

3. What metaphor does Tull use to describe his house and land as he views them from the other side of the river? Why does he use this metaphor?

4. Why, according to Tull, are the Bundrens so set on going to town?

Chapter 34—Darl 

1. What language does Darl use to describe the river? What allusion is Faulkner making with this language?

2. What is “the old terror and the old foreboding” that unites Darl and Cash?

3. Why does Faulkner include the conversation between Cash and Darl about Vernon cutting down the trees?

4. What regret does Cash express in this chapter? What does it indicate about his character?

5. Why, according to Darl, did he jump from the wagon? What does this moment foreshadow for Darl?

6. Describe the dynamic between Cash, Darl, and Jewel in this scene.

7. Explain Darl’s  simile of time as a “looping string.”

Chapter 35—Vardaman

1. How does Vardaman view Vernon? Contrast his attitude with what Vernon says as they are crossing the bridge.

2. Why does Vardaman trust Darl to catch Addie?

3. How does Darl disappoint Vardaman?

Chapter 36— Tull 

1. What is the significance of the conversation between Cora and Tull at the Beginning of the chapter?

2. Why does Tull emphasize the watching of the rope at the end of the chapter?

Chapter 37—Darl 

1. How does Darl describe the wagon in the chapter? What earlier description does this recall?

2. What signs of Darl’s psychological disintegration appear in his narration in this chapter?

3. How is the reassembling of Cash’s tool kit symbolic?

4. Why is it important to Tull and the Bundrens that Cash get his tools back? What does it indicate about their relationship with him?

5. How does the family dynamic change when Cash is disabled?

6. Why might Faulkner include a long chapter that is seemingly only about the retrieval of tools from the river?

7. What is Darl’s view of women, judging by the last sentence in this chapter?

Chapter 38— Cash

1. How has Cash’s Language changed in this brief chapter? What does this indicate about his state of mind

Chapter 39— Cora

1. What does Cora reveal about why she favors Darl in this chapter?

2. What dramatic irony does Faulkner use in this chapter?

Chapter 40—Addie

1. Where in space and time is Addie as she narrates this chapter?

2. Why, according to Addie, did she come to hate her father? Explain the significance of the phrase she uses.

3. Why does Addie claim to have hated her students?

4. Explain Addie’s ritual of whipping her students.

5. Why did Addie marry Anse?

6. Why does the sound of the geese torment Addie?

7. How does Addie respond to the birth of each of her children? What does each represent to her?

8. Addie says Anse’s nature does not allow him to perceive the difference between his name and his experience. Whose earlier statement does this echo?

9. What distinction does Addie make between words and experience? What ideas from previous chapter does this distinction echo?

10.  Why is it significant that Darl’s birth made Addie ask Anse to take her back to Jefferson When she died?

11.  Explain the comparison Addie makes between Anse and the jar. Who else has used a description like this?

12.  What does Addie, in the context of her own language, mean by “died”?

13.   Most of the time, sin is thought of as being something separate from God. Addie speaks of “God’s sin.” Why does she do this?

14. How does what Addie says about Whitefield echo the way Vernon described him at the funeral?

15. What does blood symbolize to Addie? What does milk symbolize?

16.  What does Addie mean by “clean my house”? Whose phrasing from an earlier chapter does this echo? How did Jewel’s birth allow Addie to clean her house?

17. Compare Addie’s and Cora’s definition of sin.

Chapter 41—Whitfield

1. How did Whitfield get across the river?

2. In the previous chapter, Addie despaired of words ever being able to match experience. How does this chapter follow up on that idea?

3. How does Whitfield’s description of crossing the river compare to the way Tull described him in the chapter beginning “It was ten oclock when I got back…”

4. Why is it important to Whitefield that he tell Anse about the affair before Addie does? What does this show about his level of remorse?

5. Explain Whitefield’s definition of sin.

6. From his language, what is Whitefield like? How does this characterization of him relate to the themes of the novel?

7. Compare Addie’s and Whitefield’s ideas about the significance of getting across the river.

8. How does Faulkner use hyperbole in this chapter?

Chapter 42— Darl 

1. Why does Darl rephrase what Vernon says about Cash getting kicked in the stomach?

2. Why are certain parts of this chapter in italics?

3. Darl says that as Vernon turned back towards the bridge, he started to “flap his sleeve.” Whose words does this image recall?

4. How does Darl describe Jewel’s interaction with the horse at the end of this chapter? Why does Faulkner include this description?

Chapter 43— Armstid 

1. Armstid mentions what when he and Anse discuss his team of mules, each knows the other is not being entirely sincere. What does he mean?

2. How does Faulkner build suspense in the retelling of Anse’s trading the horse?

3. What does Anse’s selling of the horse symbolize in terms of Jewel and Addie? Why does Jewel accept the sale?

4. Explain Armstid’s view of what a father should be like and what actions are acceptable on the part of his sons.

Chapter 44— Vardaman 

1. Which sections are in italics in this chapter, and why?

2. What does Vardaman’s noticing the buzzards in this chapter show?

Chapter 45— Moseley 

1. What are Moseley’s opinions of country people? Do the other chapters in the book back him up?

2. Is Moseley a sympathetic character? Give evidence to support your answer.

3. One feature of epic poem like Homer’s Odyssey is a section in which the hero tells the story of his recent adventures to a listening crowd at a banquet. How does Faulkner play on this convention?

4. Describe the conversation between Moseley and the marshal at the end of the chapter. How does it influence our impression of the Bundrens’ journey?

Chapter 46—Darl 

1. What does Darl mean when he says Cash is “bleeding to death”?

2. Darl uses the word “ascetic” to describe Cash. Why is this word significant?

3. What does Darl say human lives “ravel out” into? What physical object prompts him to use this language? What does he wish life would ravel into instead?

4. What does Anse say when Jewel comes back? What does this show about Anse and his relationship with Jewel?

Chapter 47 — Vardaman 

1. Explain how Vardaman’s thoughts move through different kinds of circles in this chapter. Why are circles significant?

2. What does Vardaman mean when he says “my brother”? How does he distinguish between Jewel and Cash?

Chapter 48 — Darl 

1. Why does Darl interrupt his taunting of Jewel to describe the rotting corpse in the coffin? What does this indicate about Darl’s state of mind?

2. Why does Darl become upset when Jewel calls him a “lying son of a bitch”?

3. What is the purpose of the italicized lines at the end of this chapter?

Chapter 49 — Vardaman 

1. What is the significance of Darl and Vardaman’s conversation at the beginning of this chapter?

2. What is the significance of Vardaman’s italicized statement, “And I saw something Dewey Dell told me not to tell nobody”?

3. Earlier in Cora’s chapter, Addie predicted that Jewel would save her “even though [she had] laid down [her] life.” Why does Darl echo those words when talking to Vardaman?

4. What confusion about space and time does Vaardaman show when asking Dewey Dell about the train?

5. What do the changing tense in this chapter show about Vardaman?

Chapter 50 — Darl

1. What is the focus of Jewel’s attention when he and Darl first enter the burning barn? Who suggests saving the animals — the horses—first?

2. What does Jewel’s decision to save the animals before the coffin suggest about his character?

3. What language does Darl use that makes Jewel sound like a hero? Why is it significant that this description comes from Darl’s narrative voice?

4. What is grotesquely ironic about the last image of Jewel in this chapter?

5. Why is Dewey Dell so frantic about Jewel?

Chapter 51 — Vardaman 

1. What is suggested by Vardaman’s italicized statement at the beginning of this chapter? How does its placement suggest what Vardaman saw?

2. What does the business with Cash’s leg have to do with the narrative at this point? What is this episode an example of?

3. Why is Darl crying in this chapter?

4. What is suggested by the sequence of ideas and images at the end of this chapter?

Chapter 52 — Darl

1. Darl earlier spoke of Dewey Dell’s body as “the horizons and valleys of the earth.” How does he elaborate on that description here?

2. What is Darl’s tone ad he describes the nearing town?

3. Describe the overall impression given by the family as it approaches the town. What details does Darl mention to give this impression?

4. What is ironic about Anse rebuking Jewel for speaking disrespectfully, telling him that it shows he did not love Addie?

5. Expalin the confrontation between Jewel and the white man with a knife. What social rules does it reflect?

6. Why is Jewel depicted as part of the wagon at the end of this chapter?

Chapter 53—Cash 

1. What do we learn was the incident that Vardamnan saw and Dewey Dell told him noto to report?

2. Explain the black comedy in the family’s conversation about locking Darl up?

3. What is Cash’s Explanation for Darl’s setting the fire? What is his opinion of Darl’s action?

4. What point is Cash trying to express in his digression about smooth and rough boards and courthouses and chicken coops?

5. How does Cash feel about Darl? Why?

6. What prompts Cash’s reflection on his relationship to Darl?

7. What fina; bit of ludicrousness does Faulkner add to Addie’s burial procession?

8. What is surprising about Darl’s capture? Why does this surprise Cash?

9. Describe Cash’s view of the individual and society, insanity and sanity.

10. Accoring to Cash, what was a worse crime than going against god? What does this reflection emphasize about Cash’s Character?

11. How does what Cash says about Jewel’s going against God recall the conversation between Addie and Cora? How is Cash’s understanding of God like or unlike that of other characters?

12. What does Anse reveal about his feelings for Addie in this chapter? How does what he says corroborate or disprove things other characters said about the relationship?

13. What draws Anse o the house of the future Mrs. Bundren? To what episode from The Odyssey might this allude?
14. What is significiant about the fact that Cash calls the owner of the house Anse visits “Mrs. Bundren”?
15. Explain Cash’s comparison of Darl to a mud puddle.
16. How, according to Cash, did Gillespie learn that Darl was the one who set fire to the barn?
17. Why are Jewel and Dewey Dell so eager to see Darl taken away?
18. Why does Darl keep saying that he thought Cash would have told him?
19. Why does Cash refrain from condemning Darl at the end of the chapter?
Chapter 54—Peabody

1. Describe the style of Peabody’s chapter.

2. Does Peabody’s opinion of Anse seem to agree with others’ in the novel?

3. Does the portrayal of Peabody in this chapter agree with the portrayal of him in other chapters?

Chapter 55—MacGowan

1. Describe the tone of MacGowan’s chapter.

2. How does Faulkner create humor in this scene? What kind of humor is it?

3. How is this chapter like and unlike the one narrated by Moseley?

4. What evidence is there in MacGowan’s chapter to show that he knows Dewey Dell is not a fool?

Chapter 56—Vardaman

1. What do Vardaman’s thoughts about Darl reveal about Vardaman’s developing awareness?

2. What contrasts occupy Vardaman’s mind in this chapter? What do they signify?

Chapter 57—Darl

1. Who is narrating this chapter? Why is this important?

2. What does the mention if the different coins suggest about Darl’s sickness?

3. What, according to Darl, now sets the Bundren wagon apart from the other wagons in town?

4. Why does the sentence at the end of this chapter say “Darl is our brother”?

Chapter 58—Dewey Dell

1. How is this chapter’s narrative voice different from any other’s?

2. What is ironic about Anse’s reaction to being called a thief?

Chapter 59—Cash

1. How is each character’s quest resolved or not resolved by the end of the book?

2. How has Cash’s narrative voice changed from earlier chapters? How has his character changed?

3. How has the family been rearranged by the end of the book?

4. What does Cash say about Anse’s expression as Anse comes back with Mrs. Bundren and the grraphophone?

5. How does Anse’s final words in the book recall the ideas of identity and words vs. experience that were dealt with earlier in the book?

